
To advocate and support the
increased use of motorcycles for
transportation, and to provide
information about transporta-
tion riding to motorcyclists and
to the public.
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The annual nationwide Ride to Work
Day is the third Wednesday in July.
(every year) Riding your motorcycle to
work on this day will demonstrate:
A) The number of motorcyclists to
the general public and to politicians.
B) That motorcyclists are from all
occupations and all walks of life.
C) That motorcyclists can reduce traf-
fic congestion in large cities.
D) That motorcycles are for trans-
portation as well as recreation.
We can change public attitudes about
motorcycling in ways that will benefit
everyone. Please tell your friends.

URBAN

EXURBAN RIDING

The public misses important truths
about motorcycling because they learn
about riding mostly from three tradi-
tional sources: One - motorcycle sport
activities, Two - social/charitable/rally
gatherings, and Three - motorcycling’s
ongoing political and issue related
activism. Everyday riding surrounds
and supports all three yet is less
understood and appreciated by the
general public. Ride to Work events,
programs and activities can change
this.

Increasing participation in this year’s
10th annual Ride to Work Day (the
third Wednesday in July every
year...this year it’s the 18th) is vitally
important. Beyond helping have this
day reach a higher profile, there are a
variety of other new Ride to Work
programs supporting everyday utility
riding. Each helps motorcycling to be
more widely viewed as a social good.

In addition to the awards and scholar-
ships  described below, Ride to Work
Inc. has other guides, tools and pro-
grams not yet operative. Resources
determine the scope of  Ride to Work
operations. Your contribution today
will make a difference for motorcy-
cling’s tomorrow.

E d i t o r i a l

Hero Rider Award -

This award is given to an individual who
most exemplifies the mission of Ride To
Work. Submit your nomination/applica-
tion, along with an explanation of why
the nominated rider, is qualified to
receive this recognition. Honorees will
receive a certificate, some gifts (which
will vary) and recognition in The Daily
Rider and on the Ride To Work web site.

Company
Participation Award

Riding to work and sharing your every-
day motorcycling perspectives helps
those you work with understand trans-
portation riding as a social good.   This
award helps all the other riders you
work with...and non-riding work asso-
ciates... understand the value of utility
motorcycling better.  Awarded to the
company that has the largest total
number of persons participating on
Ride to Work day.

Three Classes- A) 1-50 employees;
B) 51-250 employees; C) Over 250
employees. Nominations need to
Include: Name and contact informa-
tion for company and submitting rider,
number of riders participating, photo-
graph of participants (or motorcycle
parking area) on Ride to Work day.

BEST COMPANY AWARD

Awarded to business that do the most
to encourage and support riding
motorcycles to work. Area’s of sup-
port...etc....
(Three classes)- A) companies: 1-50
employees B) companies: 50-250
employees or C) companies: over 250
employees.
Awarded for the companies that do the
most to encourage and support riding
motorcycles to work. Areas of support
include preferred and secure parking
areas, rider gear storage, complete health
care coverage, etc... Nominations
accepted from company staff who are
riders. Submissions to include: Name
and address of company, leaders of com-
pany involved in ride to work related
areas. Names of five commuting riders.
Photograph.(?) List areas of support.
Awards will include a recognition
announcement in The Daily Rider and
some sort of plaque, certificate or gift
from Ride to Work.

Ride To Work
Motorcycle Shops

A motorcycle shop can be qualified at
a $30 charge with recommendations
submitted to Ride To Work Inc by
three riders. (Motorcycle shops may
also become qualified by contributing
$500 to Ride To Work Inc., and pledg-
ing to comply with these standards.) A
Ride To Work Shop that fails to meet
the standards of this program will be
removed. Each Ride To Work support-
ing shop will receive a display plaque,
logo clock, entry door stickers and be
listed and recommended in The Daily
Rider. 
RTW shops will provide: 1. Under
two-hour tire changes (each
tire/wheel). Limited to tires that are
available at the location where the tire
change work is performed. 2. Two-
hour oil changes. Limited to oils avail-
able at the location where the oil
change is performed. Engine oil filter
must be replaced. 3. One-day tune-

ups. (Motorcycles must be made avail-
able for service before 9 a.m. Specific
tune-up services vary, but must
include oil, oil filter, coolant, ignition,
carburetors, valves, air filter and bat-
tery services. Items not included are
tires, chains, sprockets, steering,
brakes, suspensions, electrical sys-
tems, general repairs, accessories and
other components.)

Best Public Practices
Award

An on-going award for showcasing
"Best Practices" for motorcyclists.
Open to all types of governmental,
political, municipal, civil persons
and/or units. (Police, judicial, adminis-
trative, etc...) For example, some cities
provide free parking for motorcycles in
their parking garages, including a
signed free "slot" past the toll gates.
That way, motorists know if they rode
a motorcycle they could park for free.
Nominations should include as much
information as possible about the
“Best Practice” and also about the per-
sons and/or entities responsible for it.
Awards will include a recognition
announcement in The Daily Rider and
some sort of plaque, certificate or gift
from Ride to Work.

MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANIC SCHOLARSHIP
-
Contributions for a motorcycle
mechanic scholarship can be made to
a fund dedicated to helping add Ride
To Work aware motorcycle mechanics.
Scholarship contributions submitted to
this program are separate from general
Ride To Work Inc. funds. A full schol-
arship for one individual to attend an
accredited motorcycle mechanic train-
ing program will be announced when
enough funds have been raised to pro-
vide for one complete academic tuition
(not including housing, food, miscella-
neous expenses, etc). The specific
vocational schools involved will be
chosen by Ride To Work Inc. Each
school will then award the Ride To
Work scholarship(s) to worthy candi-
date(s) of their choice. Candidates will
be selected from those student's
whose primary career focus will be
specifically on motorcycle mechanics
training (i.e. - not watercraft, snowmo-
bile, or other small engine 'majors').
As the scholarship funds permit, addi-
tional scholarships will be made avail-
able. Scholarship recipients will be rec-
ognized in The Daily Rider.
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Receive the ‘Daily Rider’ plus:
$25 Rider pin, sticker,T shirt
$50 Supporter...as above + button 
$75 Advocate...as above + button + bandanna 
$100 Contributor...as above + button + bandanna + mug
$150 Serious Contributor...as above + button + bandanna + mug + notecube
$250 Believer...as above + button + bandanna + mug + notecube + wall clock
$500 True Believer...as above + button + bandanna + mug + notecube + wall clock + sweatshirt 
$1000 Ridin' Fool...as above + button + bandanna + mug + notecube + wall clock + sweatshirt +
an unbelievable sense of well being

digesT/clips
Urban Guerrilla
I ride a lot in the city. Most of my yearly
accumulation of miles is racked-up on
the well-worn asphalt of the urban jun-
gle. My commute takes me through
downtown, and most of my recreational
riding takes place in and around the
metro area, with only the occasional
foray into the vastness of “out there”. I
have been devoted to sportbikes for sev-
eral years now, but I increasingly find
that the key to travelling in the choked
confines of our metropolitan paradise is
a light weight, upright, narrow machine
that can exploit the sudden gaps in traf-
fic and hop curbs at random. Any of the
current dual-sport machines are ade-
quate for this kind of duty, but my
favorites are the big 4-stroke thumpers
like my own NX-650, the XT from
Yamaha, DR from Suzuki, KLR from
Kawasaki and any number of Rotax
powered exotica from Europe. These
bikes are the perfect Urban Guerrillas;
mobile, agile, and hostile!
As population and traffic volume
increases, Cafe Racing as a lifestyle must
evolve in order to survive. In the past,
the repliracer with top-up speed and
infinite lean angle was the tool of
choice. Today however, these bikes will
find themselves too often tied up in the
snarled city traffic right along with the
touring bikes and cruisers. The Urban
Guerrilla, however, is not afraid to duck
down an alley or squeeze down the right
side between cars and curbing past the
long line at an eternal red light. In some
cases this is even legal, but in all cases it
is frowned upon by non-riders. Screw
‘em, I’ve got places to go!
This new crop of Luxury SUV’s really
infuriates me. The Cadillac Escalade, for
example, whose commercial says it can
order you tickets to any concert, reserve
a seat in any exclusive restaurant, and
other such “I’m better than you” stunts.
The claim that really had me rolling on
the floor was when they said “It makes
obstacles obsolete”. Oh yeah? Tell that

to Mr. Bigshot CEO as he smolders in
the rush-hour morass. The monthly
lease on one of these is more than my
mortgage payment, yet I can get any-
where in the metro area quicker on a
motorcycle bought for less than the
sales tax on one of these behemoths.
Lexus and Mercedes have come out with
similarly elitist boxes, and their vulgar
displays of excess income really offend
me! I cannot resist the urge to retaliate
when the opportunity presents itself.
Not only do they guzzle precious petrol
at an obscene rate, but they block my
view in traffic and their drivers are, more
often than not, talking to their broker on
the cell phone instead of watching
where they are going. This makes them
fair game as far as I’m concerned, a valid
target for whatever kind of vehicular
harassment I can dream up. How I
would love to leave knobby tracks all
over their fancy flanks! Alright so maybe
I am a closet communist, I don’t know.
Or maybe I am just tired of seeing huge,
expensive vehicles transporting one soli-
tary, self-important striver to and from
their perq-filled day at the corporate cas-
tle. Whatever the motivation, the dual-
sport, Urban Guerrilla motorcycle fits all
of my proletarian mission requirements
perfectly.
Let’s talk about curbage for a moment.
When you ride Urban Guerrilla style,
curbs are your friend. There is one par-
ticular, very long traffic signal that
comes to mind where the traffic backs
up for more than a block, usually for sev-
eral minutes. I have found that by hop-
ping a curb into an adjacent parking lot
I can motor past all the cars to the exit
on the cross street, squirt across the
road through a gap in the traffic, and
make a right turn back onto my original
heading, sometimes, hacking as mush
as 5 minutes off my travel time! Then
there is the question of metered on-
ramps. Most of these do not have
HOV/Motorcycle bypasses yet, but as an
Urban Guerrilla you can make your own!
Simply take the off-road option, passing

the line of crazed commuters safely on
the grass. I have done this several times,
and the cars waiting in line always blow
their horns in celebration and make
hand gestures I can only interpret as
telling me that I am Number One! I sim-
ply smile and wave as I jump back on
the ramp and continue my journey.
Parking has always been a hassle in the
city. Urban Guerrilla has an answer for
that as well. Through not strictly legal,
you can usually hop a curb and park on
an unused section of sidewalk or con-
crete up close to your objective. I do this
all the time and have yet to be ticketed
for illegal parking. Another prime piece
of parking real estate for the creative
U.G. is that funky concrete, grass or
gravel-filled island at the near end of the
parking rows in shopping center parking
lots. By simply hopping the curb again,
you can park even closer to your desti-
nation than the handicapped spaces.
There is never a “No Parking” sign post-
ed on these terrain features, as the archi-
tects always employ car-think when
they lay out the parking lots. So even if
you do get a ticket, you can probably
fight it successfully in court. The key is
never to establish a pattern by using the
same space over and over. Someone is
certain to complain if you rub their
noses in it.
Now, I am not advocating anything
here. I am merely exercising my first
amendment right to free exchange of
ideas. I tried the soapbox routine a cou-
ple of issues ago and was severely blast-
ed for my efforts. You are all grown-ups
out there, at least in theory...But just as
I have been chastised by readers in the
past for criticizing their choice of riding
gear, I am sure I will hear from many of
you about this concept of creative com-
muting. Good! We could use some live-
ly discussion in these pages. Some of
you may say that I am inconsistent,
extolling the virtute of safety gear one
day and promoting anarchy in the
streets the next. Well, I didn’t say you
should practice Urban Guerrilla Warfare
without wearing a helmet and body
armor. In some neighborhoods, riding
this way could very possibly draw gun-
fire! But that’s one of the many obsta-
cles the committed U.G. has to deal
with.
Police pursuit is always a possibility, and
as a rule of thumb I would say that you
have no more than two minutes to break
contact with the first patrol unit before
the net begins to close on you. Don’t
EVEN let them get close enough to read
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your license number! A bit of mud or
grease smear on the plate usually helps
decrease your maximum detection dis-
tance, but don’t overdo it. An unread-
able license plate is probably illegal too.
Dense traffic can be good or bad in
these situations. Good because you can
squeeze through gaps that they cannot,
and they are more likely to terminate the
pursuit to avoid endangering civilians.
Bad because there will always be that
wanna-be superhero out there who will
try to take you down single-handedly
with visions of glory and an appearance
on “COP’s” dancing in his head.
Cutting through unfamiliar yards is
always a crapshoot. You never know
who has a dog tied up in back, and
despite what you see in the movies,
even the best equipped U.G. will proba-
bly lose any contest with a cyclone
fence. All in all, I would say that running
from the police is just a bad idea. Smile
and take the ticket from the nice officer,
and live to ride another day.

So, are you committed enough to be an
Urban Guerrilla? Well, I know that I am
- committed, that is. In fact, I have to go
now. Nurse Ratchet says that its time for
my medication.

Gary Charpentier; Diary of a Café Racer,
Minnesota Motorcycle Monthly #32,
November 1999 
To subscribe - www.motorbyte.com
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Heroic supporters
We don’t have any marble to sculpt, so here’s a list of our most...



L e t t e r s
muzzle of an M 1 rifle? Encouraging more people to ride for transportation is going to be
worth it. 

Sincerely,
Andy

Subject: Editorial......risk
Date: Thu, 7 Dec 2000 
From: Fran Oldham (by email)

Excerpt from longer message:
“I think the biggest reasons (for not riding for transportation...), not in any particular order,
are:  Limitations imposed by having only a bike at work (taking other people about, taking stuff
with you); the inconvenience of having to get all dressed up in leathers and helmets and all
the other paraphernalia of motor-cycling at both ends of the day (bad enough in good weath-
er, but murder in cold or rain) instead of just jumping into the car and going; weather: too
cold in winter, too hot in summer, too wet any time, too slippery in snow, sleet and ice, too
damned changeable; the difficulty of having decent clothes on at work and keeping them
decent under motorcycling clobber; the necessity of making sure that you are really paying
attention when you are riding, especially riding home at night if you have a job that calls for
intense concentration and involvement; the added tension of keeping a look-out for all the
inattentive road-users in both directions; if your journey to work is short, the ratio of time on
the road to time getting togged up either results in your taking stupid chances and riding un-
protected or in spending much longer getting to and from than you do in the car...."

Hi Fran,
Although the Daily Rider is being sent mostly to motorcyclists, it's content is also designed
to be read by non-riders. (The Daily Rider is produced to be used as a pro-active tool for this
type of outreach.) The Daily Rider is not about persuading people to become riders....it is
focused on expanding participation in Ride to Work Day and on raising everyones awareness
about the advantages of riding for transportation. I hope that over time it will be able to
address these goals in a variety of ways that are helpful for both riders and non-riders.

You are very correct that most riders would name 'inconvenience' (or'impracticality') as
the primary reason for not using their motorcycle for everyday transportation. In contrast,
I believe most non riders would list 'risk' as the main reason arguing against motorcycling
for transportation. These two different answers represent an important disconnect between
these two groups. I want to exploit this...to the advantage of motorcyclists. It is natural for
non-riders to believe that riding is excessively risky. Risk management of anything (airplane
flying, scuba diving, motorcycling, etc...) by direct experiences significantly diminishes the
perception of risk. Psychological studies comparing and valuing 'known fears' to
'unknown fears' have well established these differences.
Andy

Subject: Comments on The Daily Rider
Date: Wed, 3 Jan 2001 
From: Phil Boncer (by email)

....The perception of risk by the average person bears little relation to the actual risk...I have
synthesized various sources to come up with the following conclusions about common daily
risks. These comments apply only to life in America: 

1) For the average person, the chance of dying from an automobile accident is about 1%. 
2) For the average person, the chance of dying from any type of accident is about 2%. (98%
00die from age and/or diseases) 

Regarding motorcycling: 

1) The accident rate for motorcycling, per mile traveled, is not significantly different than that
00for cars. 
2) The death rate for motorcycling, per mile traveled, is about 7 times that for cars. In other
00words, compared to your car driving buddies, you are not any more likely to crash, but if
00you do, it's more dangerous. 
3) Roughly half of all fatal motorcycle accidents involve untrained unlicensed riders. 
4) Roughly half of all fatal motorcycle accidents involve alcohol consumption by the rider. 
5) Proper protective gear (i.e. helmets and leathers and gloves and boots) reduces the death
00risk by roughly half.

If you put these five statements together, you can see that your chance of having an accident
can be influenced to become much less than that of the average car driver, and your risk of
death will then be about the same as that of your average car driver, per mile traveled. Of
course, weather can affect this, as can other factors, but it shows that motorcycling is not nec-
essarily a very dangerous activity. (Of course, if you take these same precautions in your car,
you will also reduce your risk compared to the average driver.) The point is that motorcycling
is not something only those with a death wish would do, as some people (and their mothers
and doctors) would have you believe....

Date: Tue, 03 Oct 2000 
From: Barry Houldsworth (by email)
Yesterday the EPA produced it's latest list of fuel economy figures along with a great deal of
hoopla about how much pollution could be saved with only a small amount of improvement
etc. Just to check I went to their web site and searched it. The following text is the response.
'Your query "motorcycle" matched 0 documents out of 2331. 0 documents displayed.' I think
that just about says it all. The most economic car available manages 61 mpg. I have an
R1100GS that I use to commute everyday - it gives around 45mpg in urban riding and will still
do 0-60 in under 4 seconds and cut through traffic like no car can. There are, of course, a great
deal of bikes that are more efficient than my bike. While I believe that riding is not for every-
one (the thought of my Mother-in-law on a motorcycle scares the hell out of me) there are a
number of people that would benefit a great deal from riding and might even enjoy their com-
mute - I know that I do.
Regards,
Barry

Hi Barry,
Thank you for your message and the information about the EPA. Not only does your GS 1100
get 45 mpg in urban conditions, it is actually more directly comparable to Range Rovers and
Explorers and other luxury utility vehicles....than to economy cars. When sub 500cc utility
motorcycles are used in typical urban traffic cycles they can get 70, 80 or more mpg. Scooters
do even better. These types of bikes make better 'apples to apples' comparisons with econo-
my cars. To be fair, compare luxury, touring, and performance bikes to luxury and performance
oriented automoblies occupying the same market segments. (Your GS is the worlds most eco-
nomical Humvee or Range Rover.) It’s not fair to compare a big luxury or performance bike to
an ultlight small car.
Andy

Part of a letter from Joseph Glydon (Dec 12, 2000):

“....Good issue of RTW. I commute exclusively on my Honda cx 500, so I don’t hear the traf-
fic reports on those days (less than half the work week). If I’m home writing I tend to keep
the radio on. I hear reports of an inordinate number of ‘motorcycle down’ accidents. One or
two per week. Even in the Bay Area there are precious few exurban motorcycle commuters. I
often ride the 25 miles from Vallejo to Emeryville (big time commute corridor here...) without
seeing another motorcycle. My point is, from this hipshot survey, motorcycle commuting
begets a fair bit of carnage. Admittedly, many Bay Area motorcycle commuters are aggressive
high speed lane splitters and the accidents reported on the radio don’t seem to involve severe
injury or dearth. Obviously I believe in the benefits of motorcycle commuting - a minute of
vibrant youth saved today is worth an hour or a month at the shallow end of life’s pond to
my mind, so I have little inclination to squander an extra hour on commute days in the inter-
est of insuring I get my due in a rest home. To my mind, the same risks exist for the motor-
cycle commuter and the recreational motorcyclist. There are of course more reckless and cau-
tious members of any subgroup....”
Joseph Glydon

Dear Joseph,
Thank you for your supportive, kind and thoughtful letter. You are correct that commuting rid-
ing involves similar risks as leisure riding...with the added factors of sometimes dense traffic.
It is possible that over the last two decades motorcycling has gravitated more toward touring,
sport bikes and cruisers...and away from everyday commuting riding...because the population
of active riders desiring to enjoy the sensations of motorcycling while minimizing their risks
choose sport riding and cruising over everyday utility motorcycling. Avoiding high traffic sit-
uations by deliberately riding in places and at times where the roads are relatively clear is one
way to mitigate perhaps the most significant threat to motorcycling...the danger that is posed
by mixing incompatible vehicle types (cars/trucks vs motorcycles) on the same roads at the
same times.

Cars and trucks help further capsulize the lives of those who employ them on a daily basis.
This is clearly anti-socializing. As a species we probably have a several hundred thousand
year history of profound socialization...of living closely with other people in small groups.
Motorcycling is highly socializing because it exposes us fully to the observation of those
around us. When we greet another person, we offer a hand in an open wave. We also posi-
tion ourselves frontally to offer others a full view. In riding, we display our open and obvi-
ous vulnerability. We show we are brothers and sisters with everyone around us on the
road...in ways that are far more significant than are possible in a car. 

If more people start to ride for transportation, there will be more injuries. At least for a while.
But think for a second about Gandhi and the revolution in India. People had to die there.
Martyrs. If enough of the traffic mix becomes motorcycle riders, car driving behavior and traf-
fic laws and enforcement will change. The advantages of riding are not only selfishly enjoyed
speed, efficiency, health and enviormentally related. Riding is a true social good who’s indi-
rect social and cultural benefits far outweigh any small, temporary additional increase in acci-
dents. (Injury and fatality numbers may spike transitionally.) Imagine our culture if 20% of
road transportation vehicles are motorcycles or high speed scooters. Auto and truck driving
behaviors will respond accordingly. People do not smoke as much as they used to. People do
not drink and drive as much, either. Remember the famous photo of the daisy placed in the



Nothing in this ABC report was about
motorcycles. What a great oversight.
What a shame.

-The Daily Rider
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The Rotten Roads Go Ever Onward,
©2001 abc news
<www.abcnews.com>
Congestion is the worst it has ever
been. Statistics tell an alarming story:
Americans spend 14.5 million hours
every day stuck in traffic, trying to com-
mute or move goods to market. They
also spend an estimated $23 billion a
year, or $126 per motorist, on vehicle
repairs and operating costs incurred
because of poorly maintained roads.

There are also terrible human costs: The
Federal Highway Administration blames
bad road design and conditions for 30
percent of highway fatalities. And idling
cars and trucks emit environmentally
unfriendly gases at an alarming rate.
Other statistics are just as damning.
Consider that since 1970:

The U.S. population has grown by 32
percent, while The number of licensed
drivers has grown by 64 percent. The
number of registered vehicles has
grown by 90 percent, and the vehicle
miles traveled has grown by 131 per-
cent. However, total number of road
miles has grown by only 6 percent.

"What you have is essentially more
people driving more vehicles more miles
on about the same-sized road system
[as existed 30 years ago]," says William
Fay, president and CEO of the American
Highway Users Alliance, a transporta-
tion advocacy group based in
Washington. "You can start to see why
we're falling short and winding up with
a lot more traffic congestion."

Time Is Definitely On Their Side.
The Annual Mobility Report released

by the Texas Transportation Institute
tracks the costs of traffic immobility. In
its latest study it reported that travelers
in 68 urban areas spent more than $72
billion in lost time and wasted fuel, or
about $755 annually per driver. That's
more than the cost of auto insurance in
many places. For example, when calcu-
lating commute times during peak peri-

ods in urban areas, the number of hours
lost due to congestion above the road-
way's normal capacity is a measure of
how ill-suited the roads are to delivering
people to and from their destinations.
For a Los Angeleno, those three days'
worth of congestion could have been
spent at the beach — if there were a
place to park.

In ThE NEWS

Why Did It Get So Bad?
Fay says the government deserves a
large part of the blame. Through neg-
lect, a lack of political will and shifting
fiscal priorities, the nation stopped
adding capacity to the nation's road
system and allowed bridges to deterio-
rate — almost 30 percent of the
nation's bridges have been declared
"structurally deficient" or "functionally
obsolete" by the Department of
Transportation. 

For the past 30 years, revenues collect-
ed from gasoline and excise taxes and
deposited into the Highway Trust Fund
have been detoured into the federal
government's general revenues, so any
surpluses amassed from the interstate
system would go elsewhere. This had
the benefit of keeping the overall feder-
al budget deficit low, but allowed the
long-term neglect of the roadways on
which commuters and commercial vehi-
cles depend.
That money diversion ended with the
passage in 1998 of the Transportation
Equity Act for the 21st Century (or TEA
21), which rededicated gasoline taxes
to use for highway purposes.That has
spurred an explosion in roadwork,

which is up 50 percent in the past few
years. So there may be relief on the on-
ramp. 
Does It Toll For Thee?
While the government scurries to patch
up potholes, there are other options to
congestion. Private toll roads are one
solution, as are private express lanes
where drivers pay extra to zip past

Annual Delays per Driver (1999) 
Rank   Urban Area Person-Hours Lost

1 Los Angeles, Calif 82
2 Washington, D.C./Md./Va. 76
3 Seattle-Everett, Wash. 69
4 Atlanta, Ga. 68
5 Boston, Mass. 66
6 Detroit, Mich. 62 
7 San Francisco/Oakland, Calif. 58
7 Houston, Texas 58
7 Dallas, Texas 58
10 Miami/Hialeah, Fla. 57

Source: Texas Transportation Institute 

stalled traffic. When toll roads are
under used, however, they do not fulfill
their purpose of diverting traffic from
more congested freeways, while their
construction drains public funds away
from fixing public roads.

Consumers also chafe at the idea of
paying twice to drive: first in the use of
public funds to construct the road, and
second in tolls to a private firm operat-
ing the roadway. If people don't see a
benefit from using them, they won't
pay the added cost — which means
congestion on public roads would have
to get even worse before cars migrate to
other routes.

The Dulles Greenway, a 14-mile, pri-
vately owned toll road between
Washington's Dulles Airport and
Leesburg, Va., was intended to cut dri-
vetime in half compared to traveling on
Routes 7 and 28. But ridership is only
about half of anticipated levels, mean-
ing the $350 million highway is still
operating under mountains of debt.

En Masse.
There is also mass transit, but even as
federal support of mass transit has

risen, and traffic congestion has
increased, ridership has stayed at about
the same levels it was 10 years ago, or
about 5 percent of all commuters.

Alan Pisarski, a specialist in commuter
habits, says that as bad as things are,
they could be a lot worse, and that a lot
of the congestion that could be expect-
ed is lessened because people's work
schedules have been made more fluid.
"What is happening is that the peak
hour is no longer an hour, and it's con-
tinuing to spread out," he said.

"It's spreading for two reasons:
Because people are being pushed to
start their commutes sooner in order to
get to the same place at the same time,
or to start later to avoid the congestion;
and at flexitime — they may be given
some latitude to leave the office sooner
or later."

What's unclear is whether people who
work out of their homes drive as much,
if not more, even if they don't have to
go into an office — there are drives to
meet clients, trips to the stationery
store or copy shop, or escapes to the
gym.

Another alternative to ease congestion,
carpooling, has done well in
Washington, D.C., where about 16 per-
cent of employees share rides and gov-
ernment offices promote the practice.
But it's had much less success in other
cities. "When private companies have
tried to promote this they haven't done
very well," said Fay. "One oil company
in Beaumont, Texas, had two employ-
ees who were next door neighbors.
They said, 'All right, you both have
pickup trucks, why don't you drive to
work together?' And they said, 'Well,
we see enough of each other, we want
to drive by ourselves.'".


